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Memorial Day Observance – May 28th 11:00 PM Memorial Grounds at the Vancouver Barracks.  Reception (Invitation only) will open at 10:00 AM in the Artillery Barracks.  Host Speaker will be Larry Smith.  Guest Speakers will be State Senator Craig Pridemore, Congresswoman Representative Jaimie Herrera Beutler, Superintendent Fort Vancouver National Historic Site Tracy Fortman, First Husband Mike Gregoire, and 2nd Brigade 95th Division Commander Colonel Peter F. Norseth.
Decommission Ceremony “Post to Park” – May 28th 1:00 PM in front of the Artillery Barracks.  This will be a joint ceremony with the Memorial Day Observance.  Free Lunch between both Ceremonies will be North Side of Building 989.  Post to Park will have Guest Speakers followed with the theme  on the Parade Grounds with family gatherings, or picnic outings, military bands playing, re-enactors telling stories, and Decorated Veterans telling their stories.
Operation Homefront of Washington “Boot Campaign” – April 1st to June 30th.  Purchase a pair of boots from the Boot Campaign at www.bootcampaign.com and select Operation Homefront of Washington from the referral box, proceeds will go back to Operation Homefront.  This is a creative way for civilians to purchase an item, walk a mile in the boots of our soldiers, and help our state’s military families.  For more information, visit www.operationhomefront.net/washington. 
Korean War Veterans 1st Annual Dinner Event – May 17th 5:30 PM, 40&8Boxcar Room (7607 NE 26th Ave.). Dinner - $15 per person. Contact Earl Edwards: 360-513-8251. 

“Jobs for Veterans” – May 17th 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon at the Armed Forces Reserve Center (15005 NE 65th Street, Vancouver).  This is Southwest Washington Hiring Event sponsored by the Employment Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR). 
Armed Forces Day – May 19th 
Hazel Dell Parade – May 19th 
Massing of the Flags – May 20th, 11:00 AM, VA Medical Center, 3rd Floor Columbia Room.

Musical Stars for Vets – May 21st 6:00PM thru 8:30PM at Living Hope Campus (2711 NE Andresen Road, Vancouver, WA. 98661, phone 360.944.3905) $20 Advanced purchase or $30 at the door.  Tickets are available at Beacock Music and Columbia Credit Union.  Special Guest Appearance:  Maestro Hector Garcia Classical Guitarist, Ernesto Quilban Classical Guitarist, and Ashton Rogers Pop Sensation.  Other Guest Appearances:  Art Miller on piano, Cynthia Hamm National Fiddler Champion, Col. Dan Kern, Ricky Lee Jackson, Tamara Knight, Don Mitchell and Judy Koch Smith.  All proceeds benefit the Clark County Veterans Court.  Visit website www.ClarkCountyVetsCourtBoard.org. 
“Jobs Fair” – May 23 1:00PM to 6:00PM Congresswoman Jamie Herrera Beutler will be holding a second Job Fair at the Hilton.
American Legion Salmon Creek Post #176 Memorial Day Breakfast – May 28th starting 6:00 AM with Ceremony and Guest Speaker Congresswoman Jamie Herrera Beutler at 7:00 AM.

Merchant Seaman Memorial Dedication – May 30th VA Medical Center in Vancouver at the Gym 10:00AM to 11:00AM.  The Vancouver Washington chapter of the Cascade Mariners & Oregon Chapters of the American Merchant Marine Veterans donated the monument to honor the U.S. Merchant Seaman.  Contact Community Development Office Anne Marie Murphy (360) 737-1441 or e-mail anne.murphy@va.gov.  
VFW Memorial Plaza – June 4th 7:00PM City Council Chambers.  A Proclamation will be given to dedicate the VFW Memorial Plaza located by the train tracks south of Ester Short Park and Columbia Street.

Elks Club School Patrol Picnic – June 4th Oaks Park.  This will be for all those involved in School Patrol for Clark County and Skamania County.
“National Get Outdoors” – June 9th held by the National Park Service.
PT Boat 658 – June 6th thru June 10th.  The PT Boat 658 will be docked on the Willamette River Seawall downtown Portland.  They will escort the Rose Festival Fleet to the Portland Seawall on the Willamette River for the Rose Festival.
Vancouver Parks Foundation – June 14th Luncheon Milada Allen from Felida Neighborhood Association will receive an award for her dedication to the Parks.

Veterans Appreciation Parade – June 16th, 11:00 AM in Washougal, Washington.  Need Veterans to participate.  A Pearl Harbor Survivor will be the Grand Marshall; Lars Larson will be the Emcee.  Contact Debbie Schreiber debbieschreib@gmail.com. 

Veterans and Family Center Cruise in – June 16th 9:00AM to 2:00PM at Valley Catholic School (4275 SW 148th Ave. Beaverton, Oregon).  Veterans and Family Center is a transitional housing that provides veterans and their families with intensive case-management and tools necessary to become self-sufficient.  Contact Lynn Kirwan at 503-780-4679 or lynnkirwan1@comcast.net. 
Battle Ground Veteran’s Memorial Fundraiser – June 21st at Rusty’s Grape Vineyard and Winery (16712 NE 219th Street, Battle Ground).  Larry Smith and Mike Ciraulo are hosting this event.  The Memorial Site will be at the Kiwanis Park.  In the Battle Ground area, there has been 32 Soldiers that have died in combat dating all the way back to the Civil War. 

Marc O’Conner Memorial Cruise In – June 23rd, 9:00AM to 4:00PM, American Legion Salmon Creek Post #176.  Dash Plaques to the first 100 entries.  Car entry fee from the public is $15, or car entry fee from Legionnaires is $10.  Quilt Raffle $5 each ticket or 5 tickets for $20.  Drawing held at Convention in July.  For more information call Bob Ford (360) 518-7828.
Nature Camp for Children of Active Military – July 9th thru the 13th Jim Moody (Kiwanis Club) is asking for grant money or sponsorships for this camp to be held at Camp Wa-riki (Washougal River).  The camp will be held especially for the children of the Gold Star Families, or children whose parent or parents are serving overseas, and if needed more, any Veteran children.  Age requirements will be from 7-12 years of age and there are only 25 spots available.  We will be having Counselors from the High School Key Club with the children to learn leadership development.  Contact Jim Moody at 360-576-5315 or e-mail edwardjamesmoody@gmail.com. 
Northwest Historical Perspectives – Frank Krone announced that they will be having lectures on the Battle of Shilo and 10 Historical Forts here in the northwest.  Sept. 8th will be the Spanish American War, Sept. 29th a Rededication at the River View Cemetery, and Nov. 10th another Rededication at the Lone Fir Cemetery.  The Month of May itinerary:  (1) May 18th 7:30PM, Powell’s City of Books, “The Secrets of Mary Bowser” book-signing by Lois Leveen. (2) May 19th and 20th, Lebanon Oregon, NW Civil War re-enactment at Cheadle Lake. (3) May 22nd 6:30PM, Fairview Oregon, Library Branch, “Passing Strange: A Gilded Age Tale of Love and Deception Across the Color Line” by Martha A. Sandweiss. (4) May 23rd Noon to 5:00PM Winston Oregon Outdoor School, “Oregon’s Role in the Civil War.” (5) May 30th 12:00PM to 1:00PM, Salem Oregon, State Library Building Conference Room, “How Southern Oregon got its Ornery Steak.” (6) May 30th 3:00PM, Portland Multnomah County Library, “Making Sense of the Civil War.” (6) May 31st 7:00PM, St Helens Book Shop (58527 Columbia River Hwy #A Street) “The Secrets of Mary Bowser” book-signing by Lois Leveen. 
Showtime Baseball Club in the Northwest – There are 15 teams, so far, ranging from 8U – 19U.  Fundamentals are taught to the youth to enable each player good qualities of baseball and sportsmanship into their future life experience.  Visit our website www.showtimebaseball.com.   
Patriotic Tribute Day – July 4th, 5th, and 6th, Volcanoes Stadium (I-5 and Exit 260, Keizer, Oregon).  The Volcanoes vs. The Vancouver Canadians.  Gates open 5:15 with a Pre-game Concert and Military Ceremonies, Game time 7:15PM concluding with Fireworks.  This will be a 3-day event to “Thank, Honor, and Salute” our Brave Men and Women of the Armed Forces both past and present.  We are expecting around 65 World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan War Heroes, Wounded Warriors and Prisoners of War honored on the field, and we are expecting around 45 Military Organizations to be present.  Outfield seats $5each person for Veterans and family.  Regular cost – Outfield $7 in Advance or $8 Day of Game, Reserved Seats $9 in Advance or $10 day of Game, Upper Level Box Seats $11 in Advance or $12 Day of Game, and Diamond Club Seats $20.
US Military All Stars – August 24th and August 25th at the Volcanoes Stadium (Keizer, Oregon) starting 7:05PM.  Tickets go on sale March 5th, cost $20.  Purchasing information is on website www.usmilitaryallstars.us .
Folds of Honor Patriot Golf Day – July 27th Tri Mountain Golf Course (1701 SW 299th Street, Ridgefield, WA. 98642).  This is a fundraiser for the Folds of Honor Foundation which provides educational scholarships for the children and spouses of military men and women disabled or killed while serving our great nation.  If you are interested in sponsorship to support these families or are interested in sponsoring a team at the golf event, please contact Chris Acosta – Tri Mountain Golf Course, 360.887.3004 Ext. 12, or e-mail cacosta@trimountaingolf.com. Challenge coins cost $25 with funds going to this event for scholarship.
Combat Veterans International 2nd Annual Remembrance Run – Aug. 4th, meet at American Legion Salmon Creek Post #176 at 8:30AM, KSU at 9:30AM, Last Bike out at 10:00AM.  The ride will be about 100 miles.  Final stop will have door prizes, music, food, and a 50/50 Drawing.  Proceeds go to support the Gold Star Families and Military Veterans.  Donations can be sent to CVI Chapter 9, PO Box 821356, Vancouver, Wa.  For more information, contact chapter9@combatveterans.com.  
2012 Freedom Walk – Sept. 14th (POW/MIA Day) starting at the Fred Meyer Store at Grand Central on Columbia Way.

Hunting with Heroes – October 12th thru 14th Hunting trip held at the Klickitat Ranch on the Klickitat River.  This year we are trying to sponsor 50 Veterans for a free Hunting, Fishing, and Boating experience.  The last day will be an escort motorcade of 200 Patriot Guards back to Clark County with a Concert “The Night of the Patriot,” 4:00PM at Pearson Air Museum to end the event.  For more information: contact 360-448-6320, or RSVP to Alexandra Brito Alexandra@sayfrog.com, or call 360-885-4038.
Veteran’s Therapeutic Court will assist those who are facing challenges such as combat trauma, and as a result entered the criminal justice system for low offenses.  The Veteran must plead guilty to receive intense supervision and court-ordered treatment for a minimum of 12 months.  Non-compliance can include jail time.

Five Star Auto Body (3019 NE 68th Street, Vancouver, Wa, 360-699-4887) is asking for your support by having body repairs and painting done on your auto.  10% of the proceeds will go to the Clark County Veterans Court.  Coupon expires June 30, 2012.
Oregon Military Support Network (OMSN) – Connecting Veterans with their benefits.  We coordinate Job Fairs with targeted employers that support Veterans, have workshops and seminars for further education, and we mentor and train staff and volunteers to conduct OMSN networking and outreach.  For further information or donations:  Oregon Military Support Network, Inc. l- 10750 SE 42nd Avenue, Milwaukie, Oregon 97222 – phone number 503-789-5164 or website www.oregonmilitarysupportnetwork.org. 
FREE Dental Hygiene Program – Contact Clark County Community Service Samantha Whitley for more information.  Phone (360) 397-2130 or e-mail samantha.whitley@clark.wa.gov. 

Any used paperback or hardbound books can be donated to the VA Medical Center or the Vancouver Parks and Recreation Marshal Center, Drop-off box located in the lobby.  These books will be shipped to the Soldiers serving abroad.

Combat Veterans International are now having their meetings every 2nd Saturday at VFW Post 7824.  Contact John Hopkins (503) 367-2065 or Hoppie9@yahoo.com for more information.
Korean War Veteran Association Meeting – Richard L. Quatier Chapter Unit #321 meeting every 3rd Wednesday 10:00AM at the 40 et 8.  For more information contact Jerry Keesee, phone 360-573-1035 or e-mail saverflag@yahoo.com. 

Young Marines Anniversary – September 10th.  625 students have participated in this program!
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